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to their pledge, had rushed to the succour of their Hindu
and Sikh brethren in distress and helped to protect their
lives and property.
The more he pondered over the root cause of the orgy
of killing and devastation of innocent people's hearths and
homes, the more distressed he became. But he never
lost heart and exhorted all sane elements not to
despair but to continue their peace efforts indefatigably.
" Why do you despair of Hindu-Muslim unity ? " he had
once told a scoffer and a sceptic. " No true effort is vain.
Look at the fields over there. The grain sown therein has
to remain in the earth for a certain time, then it
sprouts, and in due time yields hundreds of its kind. The
same is the case with every effort in a good cause." Ever
since his release in 1945, he had been devoting himself to
reorganizing and purifying the Khudai Khidmatgar move-
ment. He now decided to send out bands of selfless Khudai
Khidmatgars on all-out tours in the province to appeal
to the conscience of the misguided people in the name of
God and humanity and bring home to them the error of
their ways. " I hope and trust God will help me in the
sacred mission," he said, " and people will duly recognize
that the essence of love, truth and non-violence is the
hall-mark of every good, free and prosperous society ".
II
A New Ordeal
But God had another ordeal in store for him. The
British Cabinet Delegation which had been sent to India,
had in its 16th of May Statement outlined a plan of
" grouping " as an " integral part" of their scheme for
the transfer of power to the people of India. The Muslim
majority areas in the North-Western and the Eastern
Frontiers of India, under this plan, were to be formed
into separate groups. The representatives of these res-
pective groups would go into a section. The " section "
in its turn, would frame the constitution for the group,
individual units having the right to opt out by a majority